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Mission impossible: inoculum 
monitoring as a decision aid 
Scouting for disease difficult and time-consuming work that has a very low 

probability of finding disease before the epidemic is established. Inoculum 

monitoring may be alternative that allows producers to more rapidly respond 

to a developing epidemic.  It can also be used to inform fungicide resistance 

management and mitigation strategies.
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Walt Mahaffee is a research plant 

pathologist with USDA-ARS.  His 

team’s research spans numerous 

disciplines to develop sustainable 

methods for managing diseases of 

horticulture crops. Current projects 

include inoculum detection and 

quantification, fungicide resistance, 

disease forecasting and 

epidemiology, turbulent airflow 

modeling and pathogen dispersion, 

and pathogen ecology 

https://umd.zoom.us/j/98346901348



