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THIS SEMINAR EXPLORES BREEDING AND GENETIC STRATEGIES FOR
SUSTAINABLE ORNAMENTAL AND FRUIT CROPS, INTEGRATING
GENETIC STERILITY AND DISEASE RESISTANCE. EMPHASIS IS PLACED
ON PLOIDY MANIPULATION, INHERITANCE STUDIES, AND GENOMIC
ANALYSES TO ELUCIDATE KEY TRAITS, ALONGSIDE HYBRIDIZATION
AND GENOME EDITING TO DEVELOP RESILIENT, NON-INVASIVE
CULTIVARS.

DS L] <> COLLEGE OF
4.27.26 PLSBULDINGRM " AGRICULTURE&
12PM 21 PM “2%° NATURAL RESOURCES

DEPARTMENT OF PLANT SCIENCE
AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Speaker Bio: Dr. Zhanao Deng (University of Florida) breeds resilient
ornamentals and fruit crops. He created sterile, non invasive triploid lantana
and porterweed, released 50+ ornamental cultivars, mapped disease
resistance genes, and edited susceptibility genes. His genomics to field
pipeline delivers disease resistant, non invasive plants that boost grower
profits, delight consumers, and protect ecosystems.

Speaker image of Dr. Deng's seminar flyer.

University of Florida Gulf Coast Research and Education Center

Date April 27, 2026
Time 12PM-1PM
Location PLS Building Room 2107/2109

Presentation overview

This seminar explores breeding and genetic strategies for sustainable ornamental and fruit crops,
integrating genetic sterility and disease resistance. Emphasis is placed on ploidy manipulation,
inheritance studies, and genomic analyses to elucidate key traits, alongside hybridization and
genome editing to develop resilient, non-invasive cultivars.

Speaker bio

Dr. Zhanao Deng of the University of Florida breeds resilient ornamentals and fruit crops. He created
sterile, non-invasive triploid lantana and porterweed, released more than 50 ornamental cultivars,
mapped disease-resistance genes, and edited susceptibility genes. His genomics-to-field pipeline
delivers disease-resistant, non-invasive plants that boost grower profits, delight consumers, and
protect ecosystems.





