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Speaker Bio: Dr. Xuan Wei is an Extension Specialist with University of Maryland Extension and
an affiliated faculty member in the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics (AREC)
and the Department of Plant Science and Landscape Architecture (PSLA).  Her applied research
integrates producer and consumer surveys, controlled experiments, biometric tools (e.g., eye-
tracking) and economic models to explore the intersection between consumer behavior,
horticultural production, and the marketing of horticultural products.  She holds a Ph.D. degree in
Agricultural, Food and Resource Economics, and Economics (dual degree) from Michigan State
University. 
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IN THIS PRESENTATION, DR. WEI WILL PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF HER RESEARCH
AND EXTENSION PROGRAM, WHICH EXAMINES CONSUMER PREFERENCES FOR
SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION PRACTICES, PLANT AND FOOD ATTRIBUTES, AS WELL
AS THE ADOPTION INCENTIVES AND ECONOMIC RETURNS ON MANAGEMENT
STRATEGIES AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES. HER WORK SEEKS TO CREATE A
POSITIVE FEEDBACK LOOP BETWEEN PRODUCTION AND MARKET DEMAND,
ULTIMATELY ENHANCING THE ECONOMIC VIABILITY OF URBAN AGRICULTURE AND
THE ORNAMENTAL HORTICULTURE INDUSTRY.
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